
 

 

Blended Learning 
April 10, 2018 

If you travel the halls of Round Lake High School, 
you might see certain classrooms with only a few 
students.  This is the result of a blended learning 
environment.  A few teachers such as John 
McCown, Eddie Adamson, and James Trottier have 
piloted blended learning (with a device) in 
Economics and English 4 Contemporary Honors 
respectively.  If students are caught up with their 
work, have a certain grade in the class, and have 
mastered the required skills, they are free to go 
elsewhere and work.  In some cases, they can even 
work from home.  Blended learning is changing 
the landscape of RLHS.   
 
When McCown was asked how blended learning 
has benefitted his students, he responded, 
“Blended learning has given students more 
ownership over their own learning. They are able 
to do things at their own pace, as well as within 
the confines of their own schedules. This has also 
provided incentives for students to stay caught up 
with their work. They have to earn the right to 
have a ‘blended day’, by having a certain grade as 
well as completing the prior work required.” 

 
 
And when it comes to how instruction has 
changed, Adamson says, “I have become more of a 
coach in the classroom.  Students are encouraged 
to work together in and out of class.  The devices 
make it easier for students to collaborate. With 
blended, it is easier to work 1-on-1 or in small 
groups with struggling students.” 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

English 2 
Documentaries 
 
Our English 2 classes have been making 
documentaries using technology available at 
school as well as as their own tech.  Students were 
able to research a variety of subjects, collect data, 
interview experts, and shoot video.  Then they 
aggregated the various pieces into short 
documentaries.   

This group addressed obesity and the effects it 
has on people’s 
self-confidence. 
They also used clips 
from Wall-E as their 
intro, collected data 
using Google Forms, 
and interviewed a 
nurse as well as 
people afflicted with 

obesity.  They used an iPad and a MacBook (theirs) 
to complete the project. 

At the end of their movie, the presenters held a 
short Q&A session for their classmates. 

When asked what she thought her students 
learned during this project, Mrs. Marshall replied, 
“During the documentary project, our students 
learned about issues affecting our society. Along 
with learning about 
how to properly 
analyze sources for 
authority and how 
to generate clear 
surveys and collect 
data, they also had 
to interview 
teachers and 

professionals who had the proper ethos to offer 
more insight into the problem. Students also 
gained some practice in communicating and 
collaborating with their peers so that they could 
help the issue in some way, shape, and form. Their 
action plans were perhaps the biggest learning 
experience, as many students realized it doesn’t 
take a whole lot of money or resources to make a 
difference. Sometimes an open mind and some 
teamwork is all one needs!” 

Marshall also talked about challenges her 
students faced, “The main challenge was 
overcoming some of the hiccups with technology. 
Many students utilized their own phones and 
computers to edit the videos, which caused some 
confusion and difficulties during presentation 
time. Some students struggled to budget their 
time correctly and many did not end up 
completing the assignment. On the bright side, 
however, we had one of our largest turn-in rates 
ever. Students seemed incredibly motivated to do 
this project because it was out of the ordinary and 
allowed them to play with technology and flex 
their creative muscles.” 

Following are some links to videos produced in the 
English 2 classes: 

Racism by Ms. Vlies’ students 

Inequality in Education and Hate Crimes by Ms. 
Marshall’s students 

Mental Illness and Hate Crimes by Ms. Aiello’s 
students 

Please take the time to watch the videos and see 
the hard work and creativity by our students. 
Teachers who participated in this project with 
their students are Rachel Vlies, Katie Marshall, 
Sharon Aiello, Mary Larsen, Mike Wooley, 
Elizabeth Nicoline, Rory Dacks, Andrea Bartha, and 
Larry Sell. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=un9rPRDBTa8&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QsNlZqK6DwsfLayLBbpAHp4jS4uoF2lR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1psynbfK8dM2Fw1tVxArEr9tjpXFXqccs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fBAixiRbein8Mmm0DbDmIt36dm3eFMfp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-EKSo3f2qR6bywVGhcPv3jnj8WbR2PmR/view?usp=sharing

